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On Military Uniforms

In the 19th and 20th centuries, there were British territories in almost every corner
of the world. Therefore, the War Office designed uniforms for the climate and
terrains of the different regions, as well as different occasions. These were given to
soldiers serving in British territories across the globe. The military unit and rank can
be determined by the style of uniform and accessories, such as the cap badge,
shoulder title and belt worn with the uniform. Some military uniforms were worn
only by officers.

The uniforms of the British garrison in Hong Kong were divided into four main
categories: combat dress, barrack dress, ceremonial dress and mess dress. Combat
dress was used in combat and field training; barrack dress was usually worn during
drills in the barracks; ceremonial dress, generally worn in ceremonies, including the

more elaborate No. 1 Dress, No. 3 Dress and No. 4 Dress; and mess dress was formal



military evening dress. As time went by, different designs were adopted for military
uniforms. For example, the garrison wore khaki drill before the Second World War
and green uniforms after the war. They were replaced by camouflage uniforms in the
1970s.



